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nice terraced entrance-hall to his house, but the result was a room very low in relation to its size. The reason for this is that, whilst the owner wanted to make it higher, he was not allowed to do so by his caste fellows as it would then be higher than his kitchen, and he had to submit to rule.
The rooms opening out on to the inner verandah are the bedrooms, other private rooms, the store-room and any other necessary rooms and offices. All the arrangement of rooms is regularly fixed in the Shas-tra, and great blessings are promised where these rules are complied with, whilst misfortunes are implied if the rules are wantonly infringed. One portion of the verandah is apportioned off as a kind of office or study, in which writing work and the like is done, and this portion is sometimes divided from the rest by a low partition. The inner verandah is also sometimes occupied by a few pet calves, or, it may be, in poorer houses and where outside space is not available, some cows are stalled there- for the night. It is an amusing sight, in passing through the streets of 'an evening, to see the droves of cattle coming home from the pasture. As they go along, every here and there, one or more of the cows or buffaloes will turn aside and go up the steps of a house, passing through the doorway which has been left open on purpose. The animal will proceed straight to its accustomed place in the compound, or yard, or to its well-known corner in the inner verandah. Truly here in this country we see exemplified many an eastern usage set forth in the imagery of the Bible; for instance: " The ox knoweth his owner and the ass his master's crib : but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider." (Isaiah, i. 3.)
If we look at the furniture of a house we are at once struck with its extreme simplicity. Taste and wealth are not manifested in grand furniture and costly hangings, or any other of the things that go to make up 3